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The Korean Writing System 韩语⽂字系统
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Introduction to Korean Phonology 韩语⾳韵学简介


The Korean language has 24 unique symbols which are the primary building blocks 
of the entire written language. There are 14 consonants (G, N, D, L/R, M, B/P, S, 
-ing, J, Ch, K, T/D, P, & H) in Korean and unlike English there are no distinctions 
between the sounds for (R & L), (B & P), and (T & D). There are also 10 unique 
vowels (Aw, Yaw, Ou, You1, Oh, Yoh, Oo, You2, Ou, & E) in the Korean language as 
well. This is significantly more than English which only has 5 vowels in the written 
alphabet.


韩语有24个独特的符号，是整个语⾔体系的组成部分。韩国语共有14个辅⾳（G、
N、D、L/R、M、B/P、S、-ing、J、Ch、K、T/D、P和H），与英语不同的是，
（R&L）、（B&P）和（T&D）的发⾳没有区别。韩语中还有10个独特的元⾳（Aw、
Yaw、Ou、You1、Oh、Yoh、Oo、You2、Ou和E）。这⽐英语中只有5个元⾳要多得
多。


Notice how there are 2 vowels in Korean that are spelt “YOU” when using the Latin 
Alphabet. Although both of these vowels are both written as “YOU” they are both 
produced differently. The first vowel is pronounced the same as the word “young” 
while the second vowel is produced like the word “you”.


注意韩语中有两个元⾳在使⽤拉丁字⺟时拼写为“YOU”。虽然这两个元⾳都写为
“YOU”，但它们的发⾳都不同。第⼀个元⾳发⾳与单词“young”相同，⽽第⼆个元⾳发
⾳与单词“you”相同。


In addition to 14 consonants and 10 vowels in Korean there are also a number of 
digraph combinations. These include 5 double consonants (ㄲ kk, ㄸ tt, ㅃ pp, ㅆ ss, 
ㅉ jj), 11 consonant clusters (ㄳ gs, ㄵ nj, ㄶ nh, ㄺ lg, ㄻ lm, ㄼ lb, ㄽ ls, ㄾ lt, ㄿ lp, ㅀ 
lh, ㅄ bs), 5 iodized vowel diphthongs (ㅐ ae, ㅒ yae, ㅔ e, ㅖ ye, ㅢ ui), and 6 vowels 
diphthongs with a “W” sound ( ㅘ wa, ㅙ wae, ㅚ oe, ㅝ wo, ㅞ we, ㅟ wi)


除了14个辅⾳和10个元⾳外，还有⼀些组合⾳。其中包括5个双辅⾳(ㄲ kk, ㄸ tt, ㅃ 
pp, ㅆ ss, ㅉ jj），11个辅⾳群(ㄳ gs, ㄵ nj, ㄶ nh, ㄺ lg, ㄻ lm, ㄼ lb, ㄽ ls, ㄾ lt, ㄿ lp, ㅀ 
lh, ㅄ bs），5个复杂双元⾳(ㅐ ae, ㅒ yae, ㅔ e, ㅖ ye, ㅢ ui）和6个“W”元⾳双元⾳（ㅘ 
wa, ㅙ wae, ㅚ oe, ㅝ wo, ㅞ we, ㅟ wi）


Each sound and write character in Korean begins with a consonant that is followed 
by a vowel (ex. ㄷ “D” + ㅏ “aw” = 다 “Daw”). The symbols for the consonant and 
vowel are combined to create a new symbol that represents an entire syllable or 
sound in the Korean language. There are 399 basic digraph combinations that are 
used in the spoken Korean language although more are theoretically possible.
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韩国语中的每个发⾳和书写字符都以辅⾳开头，然后是元⾳（例如。ㄷ “D”+ㅏ “aw”=
다 “Daw”）。辅⾳和元⾳的符号组合在⼀起，形成⼀个新的符号，代表韩语中的整个
⾳节或声⾳。韩语⼝语中使⽤了399种基本的组合⾳，尽管理论上可能有更多的组
合。


Aside: There are also numerous obsolete letters that were used 
for transcribing Chinese into Korean. These obsolete letters 
include: 13 consonants, 10 double consonants, 66 double 
consonants clusters, 17 triple consonant clusters, 1 vowel, & 44 
diphthongs and vowel sequences. This means that there are a 
total of 151 obsolete letter and sound combinations which are 
important to know when reviewing historical Korean texts but are 
no longer used in the modern spoken language.


注：还有许多过时的字⺟被⽤来将中⽂翻译成韩⽂。这些过时的字
⺟包括：13个辅⾳、10个双辅⾳、66个双辅⾳群、17个三辅⾳串、
1个元⾳、44个双元⾳和元⾳序列。这意味着总共有151个过时的字
⺟和声⾳组合，这些组合在回顾韩国历史⽂本时⾮常重要，但在现
代⼝语中已不再使⽤。


Korean also has a large number of more complicated sounds in addition to the 399 
digraphs combinations. These more complicated sounds are made from three parts: 
a consonant, a vowel, and final consonant (i.e. “달” /dal/ and “닭” /dalg/). There are 
even a few rare Korean characters that are made using 4 different parts. In total the 
Korean language has a total of 11,172 theoretical phonetic combinations that are 
possible but there are only 10,548 unicode characters available when typing Korean 
on a computer.


除了399个组合⾳外，韩语还有⼤量更复杂的发⾳。这些更复杂的声⾳由三个部分组
成：辅⾳、元⾳和最后⼀个辅⾳달” /dal/和“닭” /dalg/）。甚⾄还有⼀些罕⻅的韩语字
符是由4个不同的部分组成的。理论上韩语总共有11172个语⾳组合，但在计算机上键
⼊韩语时，只有10548个字符可⽤。 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Questions about Korean Phonology 关于韩语⾳问题


1. How many vowels are there in the Korean language?  
韩语⾥有多少个元⾳？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


2. Does the pronunciations of the vowels ever change in Korean?  
韩语⾥元⾳的发⾳改变吗？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


3. How many consonants are there in the Korean language?  
韩语⾥有多少个辅⾳？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


4. Does the pronunciation of the consonants ever change in Korean? 
韩语⾥辅⾳的发⾳改变吗？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________ 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5. How many disyllabic sounds are there in Korean? 
韩语⾥有多少个双⾳节？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


6. How many unique sounds does the Korean language have total? 
韩语⾥总共有多少独特的发⾳？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


7. Which language do you think has more unique sounds, Korean or English?  
哪种语⾔有更多的独特发⾳，韩语还是英语？


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________
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