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Introduction to Korean Phonology &iEZ 8%

The Korean language has 24 unique symbols which are the primary building blocks
of the entire written language. There are 14 consonants (G, N, D, L/R, M, B/P, S,
-ing, J, Ch, K, T/D, P, & H) in Korean and unlike English there are no distinctions
between the sounds for (R & L), (B & P), and (T & D). There are also 10 unique
vowels (Aw, Yaw, Ou, You', Oh, Yoh, Oo, You?, Ou, & E) in the Korean language as
well. This is significantly more than English which only has 5 vowels in the written
alphabet.

FIEE2ATMSNMS, BEEMESHRRANARE Y. BEERXE14TMHEE (G,

N. D. L/R. M, B/P. S. -ing. J. Ch, K. T/D. PHIH) , 5FiERENE,
(R&L) . (B&P) 1 (T&D) MIAEREXH, FHBFLE10MHEFNITE (Aw,
Yaw. Ou. You1l, Oh, Yoh, Oo. You2, OuflE) , XtEHIEHFRBESNTEEZE
%,

Notice how there are 2 vowels in Korean that are spelt “YOU” when using the Latin
Alphabet. Although both of these vowels are both written as “YOU” they are both
produced differently. The first vowel is pronounced the same as the word “young”
while the second vowel is produced like the word “you”.

AEHIEZTER N TS AEERA T FEN#HE I YOU , BAXM N TILHE N
“YOU”, BE(INASEEHARE, B—1tEAE5 81 young B, ME_TTEAR
&5 B8 youtH[E],

In addition to 14 consonants and 10 vowels in Korean there are also a number of
digraph combinations. These include 5 double consonants (71 kk, Lt tt, b8 pp, M ss,

% jj), 11 consonant clusters (14 gs, X nj, 16 nh, 211g, 20 Im, 2 |b, 2 |s, = It, 2T Ip, 2
lh, & bs), 5 iodized vowel diphthongs (Hi ae, H yae, 1 e, 1 ye, - ui), and 6 vowels
diphthongs with a “W” sound ( +} wa, 4 wae, 4| oe, = wo, Hl we, | wi)

BT 14 MEST0N TSI, AE—EEAS, EhEES P REHE( kk, © t,
pp, M ss, & JJ) , 11/|\$ﬁia’=ﬁ¥(u gs, X nj, 15 nh, @11g, @ Im, 2 |b, 2t Is, Z It, & Ip, &
lh, e bs) , 5PNEZEWNTE(H ae, H yae, 1 e, 4 ye, - ui) F6NWTENTE (++
wa, 4 wae, +| oe, = wo, l we, | wi)

Each sound and write character in Korean begins with a consonant that is followed
by a vowel (ex. & “D” + } “aw” = C} “Daw”). The symbols for the consonant and
vowel are combined to create a new symbol that represents an entire syllable or
sound in the Korean language. There are 399 basic digraph combinations that are
used in the spoken Korean language although more are theoretically possible.
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FEETHNSTIABNREEFREUBEAXL, AERTE (g, © D+ | “‘aw’=
Ct “‘Daw”) , BENTENRFSAHSE—E, EH—THNFGS, AKREEFHED
ETHET, BEOETERTI0MERNASE, REEICLIREEEZNA

Ho

Aside: There are also numerous obsolete letters that were used
for transcribing Chinese into Korean. These obsolete letters
include: 13 consonants, 10 double consonants, 66 double
consonants clusters, 17 triple consonant clusters, 1 vowel, & 44
diphthongs and vowel sequences. This means that there are a
total of 151 obsolete letter and sound combinations which are
important to know when reviewing historical Korean texts but are
no longer used in the modern spoken language.

* REFSENNFEEEIEPENEFRE X, XETRNFE
BEIE: 137HEE. 10TXWESE. 667 WHER. 171N =HES.
IMNTE. 4R ENTERY., XEKREEZRE 151 NIRRT
BHFEZAES, XEASECHSEDEXANIFEEE, BEN
KOEHEARBER,

Korean also has a large number of more complicated sounds in addition to the 399
digraphs combinations. These more complicated sounds are made from three parts:
a consonant, a vowel, and final consonant (i.e. “&” /dal/ and “E” /dalg/). There are
even a few rare Korean characters that are made using 4 different parts. In total the
Korean language has a total of 11,172 theoretical phonetic combinations that are
possible but there are only 10,548 unicode characters available when typing Korean
on a computer.

BRT739OTHEEI, HBELBEAREEERANAE. REFEANFEH=1T824
B WE. mnENRE—THEE /dal/fl“s” /dalg/) . EEXRE—EFERNFHIEF
HEHATARNEDEMRY, B LHESHBINMT2MEZTAS, BETENLRE
NBIER, RBE10548MFRAIFA,
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Questions about Korean Phonology X< &i&& (0]l

1. How many vowels are there in the Korean language?
HIEEFZ M oE?

2. Does the pronunciations of the vowels ever change in Korean?
FHIEETENAENRIG?

3. How many consonants are there in the Korean language?
HIEERZ D ITHE?

4. Does the pronunciation of the consonants ever change in Korean?

FHIEEHTHN AT NZIG?
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5. How many disyllabic sounds are there in Korean?
HIEERZ D ITRET?

6. How many unique sounds does the Korean language have total?
HIEESHBZMISNAT?

7. Which language do you think has more unique sounds, Korean or English?
MMIESBEEZRIRGARE, HELERIE?
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