Comparing English & Japanese Phonologies
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Japanese Phonology HA &)

The Japanese language has 5 vowels (a, i, u, e, and o) and 10 consonants (K, S,T,
N, H, M, Y, R, W, and N). When combined these 5 vowels and 10 consonants can
create all of the various sounds in the Japanese language. The pairing of a
consonant and a vowel in Japanese creates a simple syllable known as a
“‘monograph” (“mono” meaning 1 and “graph” meaning a symbol that represents a
single unit of sound).

HEBS5TTE (a, i, u, efllo) MM10THE (K, S, T, N, H, M, Y, R, Wl
N) . ISP B0 HEESERAIUNERBIBEEMENARE. E£HIER, WHEH

BENESRTER—TERENET, MAREE" ("8FE", SEZ1M"graph", B2
=) .

7T
=
=

The Japanese language has a total of 46 basic “monographs”. In addition to these
46 basic “monographs” the Japanese language has other more complex sounds
which are know as a “digraph” (“di” meaning 2 and “graph” meaning a symbols that
represents a unit of sound, or two sounds together). The Japanese language has a
total of 21 basic “digraphs”. These compound sounds are created when the
monographs for (ya, yu, yo) are combined with other consonants to create a
compound syllable.

HIERAICHEAN SER, BT KBS BT, RETHHNEER
WEE, TIRRY AR (O EBR gaph BERE, ARHMELE—
£) . BEVEANEAI SR, 4 (va, yu, yo) MEBASHMBEEEN
UREATTN, RAFLEEAE,

The basic monographs and digraphs account for a total of 67 unique sounds in the
Japanese language; however there are other sounds in addition to the 67 basic
sounds listed above. These sounds are created when the consonants (K, S, T, H)
are modified to create the consonants (G, Z, D, B, and P). The modification of these
consonants creates an additional 25 Monographs and 12 more Digraphs
combinations.

EARBFIRNEHITHEMBIEF7TMIRT T A, BT L7 TERREIN, &
BHMAET, %5 (K. S, T. H) #ERARIERE (G, Z. D. BAM P) i,
MeFrEXES, XEHMBTNESIZR T M5 T2EM12THEE,

Therefore, the Japanese language has a total of 104 unique sounds.

Eit, BiEHB104MIRGHIEE.
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Questions about Japanese Phonology *F HiEiEE a8

1. How many vowels are there in Japanese?
HIEEEZ DI E?

2. Does the pronunciation of the vowels ever change in Japanese?

HEETENAE R REZMNIG?

3. How many consonants are there in Japanese?
HiEERZ D1 HE?

4. Does the pronunciation of a consonant ever change in Japanese?

HEERENAERREENIG?
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5. How many unique sounds are there in the Japanese language?
HIEERZ/ MG AE?

6. Do you think it would be easy to learn Japanese phonetics? Why?
MRIAAZEI RIBEEEZ1E? AftA?

7. Do you think it would be more difficult to learn Japanese or English? Why?
FIHIBENZIRBEMPIEERR? ATA?
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