Advanced English Phonetics
RIEER

Once again we are going to return to our 3 main questions:

[E1EIFeATR = a) & :

Why is English so difficult to learn?
AT ATRIBRXATEF?

How can we learn English if the pronunciation of the letters can change?
MRFRREEXRMXEFFEIIRIE?

And why is it more difficult for Asian students to learn English?
(Chinese, Japanese, and Koreans in particular)

BRATLEFEA. BEAANSEAMS AT ARIELEEZNE?

Although English has only 26 letters in its alphabet, learning the pronunciation of
many English words can be very difficult. As we discovered in an earlier lesson,
English words can be pronounced very differently from how they are spelt, and this
can make it very difficult for English Language Learners to learn how to read, write,
and pronounce English words.

SRREFERPRE261MFE, BEIFSHERRNAETIREIFERME, EWRK
MNERNEN—TIRPRIN, REREANLKEAIESHEFEARE, XE[FRIEFES
HREEIUWMEE, BHRERERE,

Let’s review the following example. How would you pronounce the following word if
you were to sound it out using the alphabet, and how is the word actually
pronounced?

EEANEF—T TENRG, MRFERFHRIZHTENRE, REFEARE? X
PEREXF EREAREN?

GHOTI
Il

“GHOTI” is actually pronounced the same way as the word fish /fif/, using the
following sounds found in other English words: the “GH” is pronounced like an /f/ as
in enough /1'nAf/ or tough taf/; the “O” is pronounced /I/ as in women /'wimin/; and
the “TI” is pronounced /[/ as in nation /'nelfen/ or motion /'mauvfan/.

“GHOTI'M & B X£hr L Sfish/fifl (fish/fif) R EERE, £A 7T EMtIERERHIUT
RE: “GH'HIEBEMWT/H (enough /'nafl [Stough/taf/) ; “O"FEwomen/wimin/F &
Z RN ; T TI"#Enation/ nelfen/s{motion mauvfon/F & Z H/[/
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In addition to the complexity of the English language, Asian students generally find it
even more difficult to learn English than individuals who speak other European
languages.

PR TENERM 2, WNFAEERRIZESRBLREMBUNNESHAEREY,

But why would Asian students find it more difficult to learn English?
AL TENZERRIGFRIFEMRIE?

Not only is the grammar structure completely different between English and other
Asian languages, there are also many sounds in English that are not present in
Asian Languages such as the distinctions between some consonants such as (R&L)
or other sounds made by a double consonants like the sound made by (TH). Finally
the pronunciation of the consonants and vowels never change in languages like
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean. The 3 main Asian languages never deviate from
their rules on pronunciation, but English on the other hand has an exception to
almost every rule. This can make learning English incredibly difficult for Asian
students who are used to learning languages that adhere to their own rules.

AMUFENEMINES IR EEMWTEANE, REFEFFSHELIINESHFAEFE
MRS, FlN—EHE2ENXS, 0 (R&L) HENBELRENEMELS, W
(TH) REBIRE. &fE, HXE BENHEFIEST, BENTENREMRK
T, X=MEBNTMNESERZT LMRKBEREI NN, EX—FHHE, RIE
FEILFE—FAN BB, X TFIRTEIETHSHMNRITES LM FENR
W, XLNFEITEETRFERE.
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International Phonetic Alphabet EfREtH

The Latin Alphabet has a total of 26 letters, 21 written consonants and 5 written
vowels; however, there are actually 44 basic sounds in the English Language. This
discrepancy creates a large problem for English Language Learners though since
each letter often needs to represent more than 1 sound. This means that the way
each letter is pronounced can change depending on how it is used, and this makes it
incredibly difficult to learn how to read and write English, even for a native speaker.

RNTEFEREF26NFER, 217MEENTTE; A, REIRLEEMITIERR
B, XMERARBZIEFTRK T —TKNO-, AABSTFEBEEEERARXR—TMUL
MNEE, XEFREEITFENAE AR TESEEFERAXMERAE, XESES]
IMEERIBELESRE RN, BMERBIENTIENA,

Although there are only 26 letters in the Latin Alphabet there are actually 24
consonants and 20 vowels used in the English Language. These 44 unique sounds
are the basic building blocks of the entire English language, and these different
sounds can be combined in a number of different ways to create all of the unique
sound combinations that are used in the English language.

SR T FERPRE261MFE, BXfrLREPERT247MHEN20TTE, X44
MR EERETRIBNERENT D, RENRNEAI MUSMARNANAS
F—i2, SIEHRIERERNMAIEFNATAS.

But how can we know how a word is supposed to sound if the pronunciation of the
letters in English can change? You might think you would have to memorize the
pronunciation of every word. But is it possible to memorize how every word in the
English language is supposed to be pronounced? That is simply not possible;
however the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) allows you to learn how to read
and write English words phonetically, and if you can learn IPA you will be able to
pronounce words in any language, not just English.

BRE, MREAXFHNLKEAIMUNRE, HMNEAME—TREAMZEAKRER? (K]
BEIANMRAITNCES T RIFNA S, (ERAFEICERERETREANKENG? X1R
RATEEE; A, FIEREMR (IPA) FIEBZIIRE, MRIREFIIPA, (R
REBSAEMNES KA EH1E, MAMXUNERE.

When words are written phonetically using the International Phonetic Alphabet they
are placed inside two slashes //. This is so you can tell if the word has been written
using IPA and not the standard Latin Alphabet. Some words will look very similar to
their original English spelling when written using IPA; however other words will look
very different.
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YEAERHEFTERUEEAXPERIEAN, ENSWERERTNEAN/ [, XER
TR AEE X 215 2 BIPATI A BAENRL T FBER ., HERIPARSH, HLs
HERRS FERNEHSIERRLU, BEEREERRIEETE,

Take a look at the following 2 examples: The word “pet” /pet/ looks the exact same
when written using the Latin Alphabet and IPA. That is because the word “pet” is
pronounced the exact same way that it is spelt, but the word “pronunciation”

Ipra nansi: eifan/ looks very different when it is written using IPA.

BEUTEHDRAE: “pet’/pet—1RAEMERAI T FEMIPARERNERERTEEE., X2
E R8BI pet’ A BSHETEMEE, BREE18“pronunciation”
Ipra nansi:'eifon/Y{FAIPARE I ELFIEETRE.,

Words using the Alphabet & IPA
pet & /pet/
pronunciation & /pra nansi: eifoen/
The following page shows the different symbols that are used in the International
Phonetic Alphabet. Each symbol is accompanied by several words that show you

how each symbol is pronounced. Once you know how to read and write these
symbols you can learn the proper pronunciation of any word in the dictionary.

TRERTERETHERNAENS, 8TESEHE/LTRAIRIENLEETMTSH
H. —BEZUEEREXLENS, MAINERLASFHRBEMQRFT,
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Short Vowels
I O A D 9 e &®

kit foot strut lot about dress trap

bid good mud odd commgon bed stamp -
hymn put love wash standard head bad

minute blood butter many
Long Vowels
N u: qa: 2! 3:
fleece goose father  thought nurse
sea two start law stir = - -
machine blue hard north learn
group war refer
Diphthongs (Double Vowels)

19 (6]2) al ) | 90 €9 av el
near cure price choice goat square  mouth face
here jury high noise show fair now day

weary tour try boy no various fowl break
eye boiler
Voiceless Consonants

p t tf k f 0 S [
pen tea church key fat thing soon ship
copy tight match clock coffee author cease sure

happen  button nature school rough path sister  national
photo
Voiced Consonants

b d d3 g v o z 3
back day judge get view this zero  pleasure
baby ladder age giggle  heavy other music  leisure
job odd soldier ghost move  smooth  roses vision

buzz
Other Consonants
m n n h I r w J
more nice ring hot light right wet yet
hammer  know anger whole valley wrong one use
sum funny thanks ahead feel sorry when b_eauty
sun snug arrange  queen few

Page 5 of 9




Advanced English Phonetics
RIEER

But how many unique sounds are there in English?
RIEFH SRR EE?

The total number of unique sounds In the English language can be determined the
same way as we calculated the total number of sounds in Chinese. In Chinese we
determined the total number of unique sound combinations that can be created by all
of the different combinations of “Initials” and “Finals” multiplied that by the number
of “Tones” in Chinese.

RIEPIFRENZEA MBS HMTEXER AT EEEENGERRE. X8
B, BMRE TR EE P NARASTUER R I ETEEr™ £
EEHENEEH,

We can use the same method to determine the total number of possible
monosyllabic sounds in English as well, but in English we use the following values:
“Onset” or opening sound, the “Nucleus” or centre cluster of letters, and the

“Coda” or ending consonant or vowel. Therefore the equation to calculate the total
number of monosyllabic syllables in English is: “Total = Onsets x Nucleus x Coda”

BTt A AR ERBESRIER I EEMNBE TR ENTLE, BERIER,
BAMERUTE: "RIGE'XFIEE, %W FERE, UR'EFRERHENTT
g, A, WERIERRESEDENSHNANZ: “BE=1IHEx 2 OXERE",

Monosyllabic Syllable
BET
( Onset | FF& ) (Nucleus | 1%&\)( Coda | BFE )
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The English language has a total of 59 unique “Onsets”, 298 “Nucleus”
combinations, and 10 different “Codas”. Therefore there are 170,510 possible
monosyllabic sounds in the English language; however there are also disyllabic and
trisyllabic sounds in English as well. So you can imagine that the total number of
unique sounds in the English language is actually much larger than this.

RIELE5O MBI RIAE, 208 M ARTI0NRE RS, B, FiEt
BIT0510MAEMEBTAS: AT, REPOERETAZETORE. FLMRE
MBR, SRR ENBMET LB 585,

In comparison there are 104 unique sound combinations in Japanese, just over
1,600 in Chinese, and 10,548 different sounds in the Korean language, but English
has more than 170,510 possible phonetic combinations.

HBEEZ T, HiIBF104F T ANESHE, AR ST 16007, #iEH1054810A[E
MIEEAES, MERIBE170510ZMAIgEREEAS.

In Conclusion B4%

Therefore, although there are only 26 letters in the Latin Alphabet the total number of
unigue sound combinations in the English language is much larger than any other
language that we have reviewed, and unlike Asian languages, the pronunciation of
the different letters can change in English and this can make learning English very
difficult especially for Asian students.

Eit, REATFERPRBE261MFE, (ERIEFIRSNESHSH ST T
BOEMEMESHES, MESTMESAE, TEFEBNAEERIEFERER
ft, XIEFIRBRGIFERE, LEEFIMNZERR.
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Questions about English Phonology *F3iEiE 5 o] 2

How many letters are there in the Latin alphabet?
RTFERAESOIFE?

. Are English words always pronounced the same way that they are spelt?

RIERIENEENHE B2 —1FRINE?

How many written vowels and consonants are there in English?
RIBPEZ DI PETENHE?

How many vowels does the English language actually have?
RIEXLFR EBZDTE?

How many consonants does the English language actually have?
RIELFR EBZ DT HE?
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. What can help us learn to read, write, and speak any language properly?
HAREEEBNEA N EFAMIE,. BRIREMNIES?

How many unique sounds are there in English?
RIERAZMEERIAE?

. Describe why Asian students might find English difficult to learn?
RN ATNFERRSTERER?
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