
Grid Systems  

Latitude: Horizontal lines on a globe or map that measure how far North or South a 
location is. The equator (0º) is located horizontally along the middle of a globe. 
Measurements are made in either direction towards the North Pole (90º N) or 
towards the South Pole (90º S).  

 (90º N)  (90º S)  

Parallel: A synonym for Latitude. 

 

Equator: The Equator is located at 0º latitude 

 0º  

Longitude: Vertical Lines on a globe that measure how far East or West a location 
is. The Prime Meridian (0º) is a vertically line of Longitude that passes through 
England. The International Date Line (180º) is on the opposite side of the world and 
is located in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 

(0º)
 (180º)

 

Meridian: A synonym for Longitude 

 

Prime Meridian: The Meridian that passes through Greenwich, England. The Prime 
Meridian is the chosen location to indicate (0º), all other Meridians are measured 
East or West of the Prime Meridian. 

 0º
 

International Date Line: A Meridian that is located in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

 

Page  of 2 4

Grid Systems  

There are several very important lines of Longitude and lines of Latitude that are 
indicated on every world map. 

 

   

 

Important lines of Latitude (Parallels) 
 

Important Lines of Longitude 
(Meridian) 

1. The North Pole, Located at 90º North 
     90º 
2. Arctic Circle, located at 66.5º North 
     66.5º 
3. Tropic of Cancer, Located at 23.5º North 
      23.5º 
4. Equator, Located at 0º 
      0º 
5. Tropic of Capricorn, located at 23.5º South 
      23.5º 
6. Antarctic Circle, located ate 66.5º South 
     66.5º 
7. The South Pole, Located at 90º South 
     90º 

1. Prime Meridian, Located at 0º 
     0º 
2. International Dateline, located at 180º 
     180º
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Every map or globe uses a grid system so that various locations can be located 
easily. A simple grid is made of vertical and horizontal lines. Look at the Grid system 
below. There are vertical columns and horizontal rows. The location “C3” is in the 
middle of the grid. It is in Column “C” row “3”.  

 “C3”  “C” 
 “3”  

 A grid system on a map is very similar to the example just above. Imaginary lines 
divide  the globe into a grid. These lines are called lines of Latitude, and lines of 
Longitude. 

 

1 2 3 4 5

A A

B B

C C3 C

D D

E E

1 2 3 4 5

Globe 

A spherical 
representation of the 

earth with a map 
printed on the surface.

Map 

A two-dimensional 
representation of the 

positions of land 
masses and oceans.
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Vocabulary  

Copy the English vocabulary below to practice your spelling. 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

English IPA Pinyin Chinese 

Antarctic Circle /ænt!"#kt$k !s%#kl/ nán jí qu!n

Arctic Circle /!"#kt$k !s%#kl/ b"i jí qu!n  

Equator /#$kwe#t%/ chì dào

Globe /!gl&'b/ dì qiú yí

International Date Line /($nt&!næ)&nl de$t la$n/ guó jì rì q& biàn g'ng xiàn

Latitude /!læt$tju#d/ w"i xiàn

Longitude /!l*nd+$tju#d/ j&ng xiàn

Map /mæp/ dì tú

North Pole /n,#- p&'l/ b"i jí  

Meridian /m&!r$d$&n/ z( w) xiàn

Parallel /!pær&lel/ píng xíng xiàn

Prime Meridian /pra$m m&!r$d$&n/ b"n ch* z( w) xiàn

South Pole /sa'- p&'l/ nán jí

Tropic of Capricorn /!tr*p$k *v !kæpr$k,#n/ nán huí gu& xiàn  

Tropic of Cancer /!tr*p$k *v !kæns&/ b"i huí gu& xiàn
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Grid Systems  ᗑ໒ᔮᕹ

Latitude: Horizontal lines on a globe or map that measure how far North or South a 
location is. The equator (0º) is located horizontally along the middle of a globe. 
Measurements are made in either direction towards the North Pole (90º N) or 
towards the South Pole (90º S).  

ᕋᕚғࣈቖըӤ౲ࢶࣈӤአ๶ၥᰁ۹ݻ౲֖ܖݻᗝጱ࿜ଘᕚ̶ᩮ᭲ᕚ֖ԭӾ᮱҅ᕋଶ
ၥᰁฎ۹ݻຄ (90º N) ౲ܖݻຄ (90º S) ग़੝ଶ̶ 

Parallel: A synonym for Latitude. 

ଘᤈᕚғᕋᕚጱڦᑍ 

Equator: The Equator is located at 0º latitude 

ᩮ᭲ғ֖ԭ 0ºᕋᕚ 

Longitude: Vertical Lines on a globe that measure how far East or West a location 
is. The Prime Meridian (0º) is a vertically line of Longitude that passes through 
England. The International Date Line (180º) is on the opposite side of the world and 
is located in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 

ᕪᕚғࣈቖըӤᬳള۹ܖӷຄଚݶᕋᕚ࣮ፗፘԻᕚ҅Ԟᑍৼ܌ᕚ̶๜ڡৼ܌ᕚ(0º)ฎᑯ
ᬦ᝕ࢵጱӞ๵࣮ፗᕪᕚ̶ࢵᴬ෭๗ݒๅᕚ (180º)֖ԭࣈቖጱݚӞᒒ҅ཞᑯॡଘ၇Ӿ
᮱̶ 

Meridian: A synonym for Longitude 

ৼ܌ᕚғᕪᕚጱڦᑍ 

Prime Meridian: The Meridian that passes through Greenwich, England. The Prime 
Meridian is the chosen location to indicate (0º), all other Meridians are measured 
East or West of the Prime Meridian. 

๜ڡৼ܌ᕚғᑯᬦ᝕ࢵ໒຋ੰလጱৼ܌ᕚ̶๜ڡৼ܌ᕚԅ 0ºٌ҅՜ৼ܌ᕚဠ፳๜ڡৼ
 ̶֐ᥜׁེ୊ݻӳ౲ݻᕚ܌

International Date Line: A Meridian that is located in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

 ᕚ̶܌ๅᕚғ֖ԭॡଘ၇Ӿ᮱ጱৼݒᴬ෭๗ࢵ
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There are several very important lines of Longitude and lines of Latitude that are 
indicated on every world map. 

 զӥᬯԶ᯿ᥝጱᕚ̶ڊӤ᮷տຽဳࢶࣈಅํጱӮኴࣁ

   

 

Important lines of Latitude (Parallels) 
᯿ᥝጱᕋᕚҁଘᤈᕚ҂ 

Important Lines of Longitude 
(Meridian) 

᯿ᥝጱᕪᕚҁৼ܌ᕚ҂

1. The North Pole, Located at 90º North 
    ۹ຄ֖҅ԭ۹ᕋ 90º 
2. Arctic Circle, located at 66.5º North 
    ۹ຄ֖҅ࢻԭ۹ᕋ 66.5º 
3. Tropic of Cancer, Located at 23.5º North 
 ୭ᕚ֖҅ԭ۹ᕋ 23.5ºࢧ۹     
4. Equator, Located at 0º 
     ᩮ֖᭲҅ԭ 0º 
5. Tropic of Capricorn, located at 23.5º South 
 ᕋ 23.5ºܖ୭ᕚ֖҅ԭࢧܖ     
6. Antarctic Circle, located ate 66.5º South 
 ᕋ 66.5ºܖԭ֖҅ࢻຄܖ    
7. The South Pole, Located at 90º South 
 ᕋ 90ºܖຄ֖҅ԭܖ    

1. Prime Meridian, Located at 0º 
    ๜ڡৼ܌ᕚ҅ ֖ԭ0º 
2. International Dateline, located at 180º 
ๅᕚ҅ ֖ԭ180ºݒᴬ෭๗ࢵ    
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