Basic Terminology EZ4~EF

Task Bar
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Start Button
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Desktop
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A special toolbar that is located
on one edge of the desktop. By
default the Task Bar is located
at the bottom of the Desktop.
The Task Bar includes the Start
Button, a button for each open
program window, and an area
which indicates important
computer information.

The Start button allows users to
access the computer programs
or configure Microsoft
Windows. By default, the
Windows Start button has
always been found in the
bottom left-hand part of the
screen.

The visual work area that fills
the screen. The desktop is also
an area that can be used to
place objects stored in the
computer system such as files.
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active window
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cursor
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menu
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menu bar
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message box
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ToolTip
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The window in which a user is
currently working. An active
window is typically on top of
other windows, and is
distinguished by the color of its
title bar. Inactive windows
usually become grey.

The visible indication of where
a user’s computer mouse is
pointing.

A list of choices which a user
can choose from.

A horizontal bar at the top of a
window that contains menu
options.

A secondary window that is
displayed to inform a user
about important information.
Messages will often ask the
user for conformation that they
want to continue with a task.

Tool Tips are messages that
give additional information to
help the user. Programs or
websites that have tool tips will
show the information if the user
hovers the cursor over an item
for over 2 seconds.

a window is a visual area
containing some kind of user
interface. It usually has a
rectangular shape. Windows
can overlap other windows.
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